
Pumpkin Story Time 

Prep: Varies on cutting time 

Items: 

 Books 

o “Pete the Cat Five Little Pumpkins” by James Dean 

o “Pumpkin Trouble” by Jan Thomas 

 Items: 

o Orange Felt 

o Yarn (any color) (I chose brown because it matches the fall theme) 

o Tape 

o Cotton Balls 

Full Length: 25- 30 Minutes 

 

Beginning:  

 I began by reading “Pete the Cat Five Little Pumpkins” by James Dean. Kids love 

Pete the Cat mostly because he’s a cat who does funny things. Not only was this 

was great book for the theme but also for counting purposes. There is also a 

song that you could play instead of reading the book, but reading is always the 

better choice! 

 Then we sang, “I’m a little Pumpkin” to the tune of “I’m a Little Teapot”.  

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZEweR_duWU 

o  I loved how they used ASL signing to assist with this song! 

Middle: 

 The second book I read was “Pumpkin Trouble” by Jan Thomas. This is a funny 

book about a duck who gets stuck in a pumpkin and his friends think he’s a 

monster. The best way to portray this book is to overreact to some of the scenes. 

Don’t get too loud because you don’t want to scare the kids, but loud enough to 

make them laugh. 

End:  

 I didn’t so a second song because I wanted more time to focus on the craft.  

 Today we made felt pumpkins. The idea came to me from a Valentine’s Day Felt 

Heart I saw on Pinterest. So I thought this would be a great way to assist with the 

development of their fine motor skills.  

 To prepare for the story time, I precut the pumpkins and hole-punched the holes 

to thread the yarn through. This way they could focus on the threading portion.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZEweR_duWU


 I taped the ends of the yarns to help make the threading easier. We didn’t use kid 

needles, so I made the holes big enough to where they go just push it through. At 

one end of the piece of yarn, I did tie on a bead to keep it from going through the 

hole. Kids might pull it all the way through and get mad that it won’t stay. The 

bead definitely helped.  

 At the very end, before they tied it off, they stuffed it with about 10 cottons balls. I 

wouldn’t use more than 10 unless your pumpkins are massive. You just don’t 

want to stuff it too much where there are holes and you can see the cotton.  


